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The List of Ships entring into Dunkirk, very furprizing. 
It: may be feen by this what a Trade we might have ha. 4 


3 


: Pleat ° toe : os ¥i ne a! : ' 
Who will have this Trade in our ftead, now we have rejetted it; and what we have to 


an|wer for throwing it away. 


No Manufactures included in thefe Goods. 


* ne 
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The Export of Provifions equally beneficial in proportion to the Export.of Manufactures. 


HE laf MERCATOR giving a Lift of 

. 218 Ships, and their Cargoes, which have 
Entred into the Port of Dunkirk in Jefs than 

nine Months, from the réth of Auguft 1712 

to thé 12th of May 1713, was fuch a Clencher upon 
thofe People who are againft a Trade with France, that 
one would paufe a while, as it were, to hearken what 


~ Yet it would be unjuft to the Truth, not to.take no- 


| the People, who oppofe thefe things, would fay to it. 


fuch an Account: The Reoplegwho have been impofed 
upon to believe other things, and who have had the 


clean’ contrary filggeited’ to them; appear confounded, 
and ftand amazed to fee fuch a Lift. 


Two-hundred and eighteen Ships for one Port.! It is 
' to be affirm’d, and the Cuftom-houfe Books, it is be- 
; lieved, will prove it, that London excepted, no one 
Port in this Kingdom receives 218 Ships loaded from 
| 
\ 
‘ 


one foreign Country, within the like fpace; nor does 
London it felf often do ir. 


,. Then it is alfo to be allowed, that this is but a bye- 
Port, 2 private Town: Here is no Inlet into France; 
no navigable River empties it felf here into the $ea;_ no 
Carriage up the River can be confiderable, to make a 
large Importation be expected: If it had been at Havre 
de Grace, Bourdeaux, or any Sea-Port where the Navi- 
gation of a great River, or the Supply of a great City 
was included, then this might have been lefs remark- 
able; but to have all this be Imported at the Town of 
Dunkirk only, feveral ufeful Remarks may be made up- 
on it, which'may ferve to fatisfy thofeywho oppofe the 
' Trade to France, that they arevextreamly in the wrong, 
and may convince them,how much they have ftood in 
, their Country’s way, and prevented fuch an Encreafe of 
i their Commerce, as this may be fuppofed to bg, if the 


: like Trade was in proportion to, be had in the other 
more confiderable Ports of France. For the prefene, 
| | 
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tice, that the Town &ppears moft juftly furprized to fee . 


_ litderor nothing fronf ustin »Retur 
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two Obfervations fhall fuffice upon this part of the Lif, 
as to the Quantities ‘of Goods. : 


1- If this be an UNUSUAL thing-at Dunkirk, and 
it is Only. che Effect of the eens the Peace and the 
long Interruption of the*Wat, which having puta ftop. 
to Trade for fo»many Yeats, revives thus with the 


_ greater force. “Ifithis be the cafe, as it is forefeen’fome 


will alledge, it then arguesshow willingly the Frencli 

Nation fall into our Trade, and that what fome have 

fuggefted, ( viz.) chat the French defixe the Trade’ ofily, 

that they may. fell reir Goods'toy us, re that wg PO 
» xcept Engli 


ony, cannot be truej*fincé-on the fir opening’ o 
wayyethey’ fly.t0 the Yside with ith tes pening of 8 


Forwardnefs,: that even: Before the Articlés* 
Effetual, beforeiany{way was made here for a . 
before they had time ro fend’ any Goods’ hither, na 





thing to fend, they thould bmipeft*fuch ‘an 
Quantity of Englifh Goods in 6 little a time; all 
which, it is moft certain, muft have beeh paid for in 
French Mony, not in Wine, Brandy, Silk, Liner, of 
Paper, none of which Commodities are to ad at: 
that Port, exceptiat fecond and third hand. What the. 
Value of the Cargoes of thefe Ships may be, tm be 
T - 


difcourfed by it felt, and may alfo admit of fome p 
table Remarks. 


from a Port,wheresit may be faid they hadiitlé or ni 


2, But, on the other hand, if this’ extraotdinary Trade, 
as it now feems to us to be, bé no extraordinary thing at 
Dunkirk, and 218 Ships loaded from Britain, or loaded 
with fuch Goods as thefe, were loaded with, be the 
USUA Trade of the Place; then, what thall we: fay, 
but this, Who has enjoy'd this Trade for fo many Years 
paft? and who.is to enjoy it now, upon our throwing 
it wilfully and weakly away ? ee ae 
Thefe are things, which though fome ought to ans 
fwer FOR, yet few can give an 


difcor 


fwer TO, withous ° 
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‘difcovering how ill the Divifions which are encreafed 
among Bro fuch a heighth ae we now fee they are, 
fuit with the Duty of Englifh-men, and what ill Friends 
we are to the. Publick Good of our Country, and to 
| Trade,’ upon which fo much depends, when we throw 

away fuch Advantages as thefe are, and might be to us, 
to yratify our Party Rage, and to carry on the unhatu- 
ral Feadssthat now reign like a PeRilence in the Na 
tion. 


Well might the Dutch defire a free Trade with France 
duting the War! If they enjoy'd fuch a Trade as this 
was, or in proportion to it, through the reft of the Sea 
Coafts of France, they may be very well excufed for 
defiring the War fhould continue, at Jeaft that no Peace 
fhould be made,till they could manage it fo,as to have a 
Tariff of Trade fettled with Holland, and none with 
England, as was the cafe at the Peace of Ryfwick; and 
we al] know by whofe Conduét it was fo brought to 


pats. 


ft wvould be to fpeak much within compafs, to fay, 
that by fucha Trade fo circumftanced, the Dutch would 
more in the Channel of Commerce,than they would 
fete by the War; and the longer a War fhould hold 
with fuch a Trade, the better wouk! ic be for them. 


The next thing ,which occurs upon the View of this 
Trade to Dunkirk, is, that we find ali this Importation, 
or the moft part of it, confilis of Goods not reckoned 
in the general Articles of Trade; here are none of our 
Manvfactures, no Woollen Goods, if any have been 
conveyed on Shore there 4 la Cuntraband, as 10 Quefti- 
on can be made,but that the fmusgling Trade goes on 
there as well as here, when the Duties of Goods are 
fo high, as makes it worth running the Rifque co, do 
it, as is the Cafe here in French Silks, Brandy, &c. and 
is the Cafe there in Englith Serges, fine Broad and 

Spanifh Cloths, and the like. 


But the open Trade, as spose by the Cargoes of 
the Ships, is not of that kind ; but, on the other hand, 
thefe Ships are loaden with the Growth of our “Coun- 
try rather than the Manufacture, which however, is 
allowed by ail thofe,who underftand the true Intereft of 
Trade, to be as much the Publick Advantage, in pro- 
portion to the Value, as the other : For Example, 


Ic is true, that had the Value of all thefe Goods 


been carried to Dunkirk .in. Woollen Manufactures ,” 


there had, by the Nature of the thing, been the Labour 
of many thoufand Families of Péople included, whofe 
Subfifience would have been paid for out of France ; 
this is true, and Jet thofe People’ confider that, who 
have prevented the Value, not of fuch a Quantity, 
but of Ten times that Quantity of Woollen Manufa- 
étures being now fent into France, befides the abovefaid 
Ships: But that fhall be more largely fpoken of by it 
felft Mean time, the#Pifference between Produce and 
Manutaéture in our Foreign Trade, is the Cafe in hand; 
it is true, as above, that the Value of thefe Ships Load- 
ing having been fent in Woollen Manufactures, would 
have: Employed many more Families in their Fabrica- 
tion, &c. But then that whole Value would, or might 
have gone to Dunkirk, or elfewhere, in one Ship ; 
whercag here is 218 Ships Employed, whofe Wages and 
Freight amounts to the pay of many thoufand Families, 
and js all paid by the French, in the price of the Goods 
carried, amounting, efpecially in the Coal-Ships, to 
more than the Value of the Goods carried: And if 


this be allowed, the nice Calculators of the Emiploy- 
ment of the Poor by Manuta&ures, may add the Mul- 
titudes of Families and Trades Employed and Main- 
tained by the Workmanthip and Materials taken up 
and Employed,in the Building, Fitting,» Furnithine, 
Victualling and Navigating 2y8) Ships, befides the 
Goods they carried ;° and’when this is done Impartially, 
they will find, that tho’ it is allowed,that the Manu- 
factures are the Staff of our Trade, that is not Difputed 
at all; yet the l:xport of other Goods, efpecially Pro- 
vifions, and fuch other Goods,as are included in thefe 
Cargoes, which we find fent to Dunkirk, are very ad- 
vantageous to tlie Nation, and, in their Proportion, are 
as Beneficial to Trade as the other, 


But at whofe Door fhall we lay it. that to thefe 218 
Veffels aic not joined a large Quantity of Woollen Ma- 
nufactures, not to Dunkirk only, but to every Port m 
France ? Were ihe Readers of tiis Paper to be at 
Dunkirk, and hear the Merchants Difcourfe there, and 
were they to fay tothem, as we fay here to one ano- 
ther, that they have Manufactures enough of their 
own, and do not want ours, but are able to fupply us 
and al] the World, would they not be afhamed? Would 
they not fee them(felves laughed at by the French ? -And 
would they not fee the French running to the Flemings 
and to the Vutch, and to every Nation that have any, 
to get Woollen Goods, for want of any of their own ? 
Would they not fee them giving extravagant Prices 
for Englifh Cloth, when, by meanis of Clandeftine Trade, 
they can come at it at fuch Rates,as we would wonder 
at? Would they not fee the Dutch Selling our Woollen 
Cloth and Serges to the French, and call them of their 
own Workmanfhip, and get prodigioufly by them ? 
Would they not fee the French making fhift with an 
forry, flight, unperforming Stuff, for want of Englith 
Cloth, and not_able to make any thing of an Equiva- 
lent, or if they do any where make it better than ordi- 
nary, not able to make any Quantity to fupply them- 
felves ? Thefe things would foon Convince any Men 
of Senfe, that we are guilty here of the moft unaccoun- 
table Folly,that any Trading Nation ever committed, 
in rejecting a Trade, which would confume an_ Infinite 
Quantity of our Manuf ciures; and at the fame'time, 
that the French are willing and forward to take our 
Goods, and knaw not how to be fupplyed with them, 
we fit ftill and tell one another, that the French do not 
want them: a Stupidity inimitable, and that no Nation 


in the World but ourfelves would be Guilty of. 


Te remains for confidering People to Reflest, if the 
fingle Town of Dunkirk has made fuch an lnportation 
of Goods, as foon as ever the Navigation was open 
and free, what may have been done or doing at the 
fame time in all the other Ports of France? and what a 
Trade might ere now have been carried on there, if 
the Treaty of Commerce had taken place, as by this 
time might have been our Cafe? and which is a very 
Melancholy Refle@ion to make, who has been all this 
while carrying it on in our ftead, and are. now carrying 
it on? By which the Profirs are diverted, and the 
Bread taken out of the Mouths of our People, the Na- 
vigation of our Ships and Seamen Damped and Difcou- 
raged, other People Employed and ours ftanding fill, 
and with our Fingers in our Mouths. 


If England would have any Trade with the Merchants 
of Dunkirk, their Goods will go to Holland fir, and 
the Dutch muft carry. them for them, and their Ships 
may lye by the Walls tor want of Employ. 
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